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A Brief Introduction: Discover Your Pneumatic Gifts

Though I may speak with bravest fire, And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain, As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess, And striving so my love profess,
But not be given by love within, The profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed; By this we worship, and are freed.

                                                            - Hal Hopson, 1989 UMH 408

 


“The young preacher made his second short-term mission trip to a third-world country.  He was booked in a small church in the slum of the capital city.   The mission agency that sent him promised to provide a native translator so that the congregation could understand the Word as he preached.


The young preacher arrived late at the church in a taxi, and was surprised to find it not only full, but with some folk hanging in the windows and literally from the rafters.  American speakers seldom if ever came this far into the city; so his visit was an oddity.  Many who would never attend any church were waiting to hear this young American.  


No one was there to meet him except the local pastor.  The young preacher was dismayed to learn that he spoke no English.  The preacher searched frantically for the promised translator among so many strange faces, but none was to be found.  The people were clamoring for the Word, so the pastor dragged the young preacher to the podium.  The pastor leaned into the young preacher and cried into the preacher’s ear, “Alé!”  


The young preacher was afraid but trusted in the Holy Spirit.  He remembered that whenever a disciple steps out in faith, Jesus promises to be there.  The preacher picked up a guitar and played a little then started feeling more comfortable as the people in the crude church clapped their hands in time with the music.  But soon it was time to preach.


The young preacher began to pray—fervently—as he laid his guitar aside.  Realizing he was in one whale’s belly of a fix, he began to speak a few words in a language he’d studied in high school years earlier.  

 

“L’écriture nous dit cela ‘Je peux faire toutes choses par lui qui me donne la force...’”

 


The pastor and congregation would have to settle for a rudimentary and ridiculous attempt at a sermon in half-remembered high school French unless the Holy Spirit came through for the young preacher.  But after these few words, something supernatural happened.  The Holy Spirit took control of his tongue – and time stood still.

Forty minutes passed before the Word was complete.  By that time, the congregation had become ecstatic.  Many jumped up and down, hands raised in the air, crying, “Alleluia!” and “Lwanj pou Seyè!”  The young preacher was hardly aware that the time had passed.  He didn’t yet understand the impact of his words.  

 

“Were they my words?  What did I say?”


No, he hadn’t know the meaning of the words he’d been speaking for the last forty-five minutes – he didn’t know that much French.  But French wasn’t the language that he heard from his lips anyway.  Evidently, he had been preaching his heart out in Haitian Creole, a language he had never learned, studied, understood.  Yet it was obvious that the mass of people packed into this rude little church understood exactly what the Holy Spirit was saying to them!


I know this is a true story, and just one of hundreds of similar stories of biblical miracles happening around the world in our day.  I know, because I was that young preacher.”   –Jackson Snyder

 

About Spiritual Gifts

 


Spiritual gifts make the church vital, alive, diverse and highly functional.  Believers using their gifts on behalf of their Savior sow “seeds to needs” and fulfill the Great Calling in power and humility.  A church that is moving in its giftedness is moving in the power of the Holy Spirit, and will be relevant in its place and time.  A church whose members understand their spiritual gifts and use those gifts in furtherance of the Kingdom will be a church that is an agent of transformation in the lives of her members, the local community, and the world.


Consider the beginning of Jesus’ ministry according to the Gospel of Luke (4:14-19):

And Jesus returned in the power of the Holy Spirit into Galilee, and a report concerning him went out through all the surrounding country.  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and he went to the synagogue, as his custom was, on the Sabbath day. And he stood up to read; and there was given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of Yahweh is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of Yahweh.”  (Emphasis added.) 


Christian organizations that know how to discover, explain, and then train in order to use the gifts of their members run more smoothly and efficiently – and they grow.  Growth is never to be a goal in itself.  People should not be reduced to numbers on a roll book.  But a church that is alive is always a church that is growing, and as a church grows, heaven is filled at the expense of hell’s future.  Souls are saved and disciples are made.  That is the mission of Yahshua: to seek out and to save.  That must be the mission of the church if we are to be eternally relevant.  Far too many churches in too many denominations have settled for either merely being temporally and culturally relevant, or they are turned inward, lamenting the long gone “good old days.”  Few, if any, of those churches are moving with power in their spiritual gifts.  Churches that are determined to be culturally relevant fail to be transformative—rather they strive to be “tolerant.”  Churches that are turned inward are often reduced to institutional maintenance, and therefore have little to offer anyone from the “outside.”


Now, when “spiritual gifts” are considered, it is generally what we see in three familiar portions of Scripture: 

· Romans 12:6-8: Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them... 

· 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit...
· Ephesians 4:11: And his gifts were that some should be apostles... 


All of these writings are attributed to the Apostle Paul and all are primarily addressed to Gentile converts to the Way.  Depending on how one counts them, about thirty “gifts” are mentioned in these texts, and there are various other gifts mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament.  But did you know that even though they are often all lumped together in the English-speaking mind, every Greek New Testament has each passage’s “gift list” both titled and categorized, and only one list translates cleanly into English as “gifts.”  


 This is a very critical point that needs to be grasped.  Paul was highly educated, steeped in Pharisaic Judaism and the Scriptures.  He knew the work of the classic Greek philosophers, spoke and wrote in several languages, and obviously possessed a brilliant mind.  We submit that when Paul chose a word, he chose it not only under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but that he also chose it very deliberately to convey the truth he was given to know.  In other words, if Paul saw fit to draw distinctions in how he titled and categorized what we lump together under a single heading of “gifts,” then we need to acknowledge those distinctions in order to properly understand what Paul felt impressed to convey to his readers.  

  

· In Romans 12, Paul calls the list charismata (), or “graces”; 

· In 1 Corinthians 12 they are called pneumatikoi (), or “spiritual” (an adjective, modifying an implied noun such as “things”) – “spiritualities” may be a good approximation;

· In Ephesians 4 the list is called domata (), or “gifts” (or “grantings”).  


Just as these “gifts” have very different, descriptive titles, they also have very different and diverse functions as they are utilized to bring unity to an organization through their diversity.  “Unity in diversity” as a concept is critically important in understanding these “spiritualities.”  The gifts given to individual members are diverse and different.  No single gift will ever be manifested across the board to every single member of a congregation.  “What a strange thing a body would be if it only had one part (gift),” Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:19.  Later he wrote, in verses 29-31:  

Is everyone an apostle?  Of course not.  Is everyone a prophet?  No.  Are all teachers?  Does everyone have the power to do miracles?  Does everyone have the gift of healing?  Of course not.  Does Yahweh give all of us the ability to speak in unknown languages?  Can everyone interpret unknown languages?  No!  And in any event, you should desire the most helpful gifts.  First, however, let me tell you about something else that is better than any of them!

Paul goes on in the next chapter to describe the most powerful gift of the Holy Spirit, and that is charity (or love, as we weakly translate it).  Charity is down-and-dirty agape () love.  Agape love is not a sentimental thing; it is love in action—the kind of love that lays its life down for the brother and sister, or even the stranger!  A church full of that kind of love has no lack of growth, or of power, or of grace; nor is a church full of that type of love ever irrelevant!

   
The purpose of this seminar is to give a short overview of the graces, gifts and spiritualities then to provide resources for learning more about them; and finally to direct the participant toward discovering and employing her own gifts and graces in the advancement of the Kingdom of Heaven.

  

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit

 

We’ve a

Double anointing of gifts as we flow. 

Rusty gates open wherever we go.

Angels protect us from evil with care 

As marvelous miracles follow us there.

Favor surrounds us, protecting each side; 

We’re walking in meekness and never in pride.

On hell’s burning edges we’re preaching his Word; 

Boldly, we reproduce all that we’ve heard.

We’ve wisdom to know and discernment to see: 

The Spirit leads us to set all captives free.

We’re blessed with material abundantly. 

We’re free from all curses, and permanently.

We’re edified in each arena of life: 

Abiding in peace, avoiding all strife.

We’ve ears to hear, eyes to see, hearts to feel grace –

We’re flowing in Father’s will all of our days.

                                                                          - Adapted from Stephen Johnson
 
Of all the doctrines of the church, the “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” is perhaps the most misunderstood and misapplied.  But the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the prerequisite to any spiritual / supernatural resources.  This is not something you only study or learn – it’s an experience.  Some frown on “experience”; however, the Bible contains endless resources about this baptism.  In every case, it was not something the recipients learned, it was always something that they experienced.  It is the literal power of the Holy Spirit coming upon you and into you.  Perhaps most tellingly, it’s what John the Baptist said that Jesus came to do (Matthew 3:11).

John the Baptist was the herald of the Anointed Messiah Yahshua. Yahweh’s people in John’s time understood that before the Messiah could come onto the scene, the prophet Elijah would first appear to “make his way straight.”  When that Messiah appeared, he actually called John “the Elijah, which was to come.”  Now, when John’s followers asked him if he is the Messiah, he answers them all, 

(Luke 3:16) “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will _____________ you with the Holy Spirit and with _____________.” 

John was a powerful prophet. Yet he prophesied that Jesus would be more powerful than he and would baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  Today, this Baptism in the Holy Spirit is one of the most controversial subjects in the world, often left unmentioned.  But if baptizing in the Holy Spirit is what Jesus came to do, then it’s up to us to seek it out so that we might enter this “Portal to the Supernatural” ourselves.

   
John the Baptist prophesies to all people – those who were standing there and those who are present every time the prophecy is read.  So John’s message is still true today: that Jesus not only came to save, but also to baptize in the Holy Spirit with fire.

  
In Acts 1:4-5, 8 we read that Jesus has risen and he reclines at the table with his disciples, instructing them what to do before they dare to go forth and witness to his resurrection. Jesus gives them this command: 

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. {5} For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be _____________ with the Holy Spirit. ... {8} But you will receive power when the _____________ _____________ comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Here Jesus affirms John’s prophecy. Furthermore, Jesus distinguishes the Baptism in the Holy Spirit from baptism in water.  The latter ushers us into the Kingdom of Heaven, the former makes us productive subjects for the King.

Lesson 1:  So we learn first that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not the same thing as water baptism. Also, this baptism is a gift from the Father and originates not on Earth, but in the spiritual dimension.  Being “born again” in the Greek is anōthen (), and it literally means being “born anew from above.”  This can only happen through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus’ disciples were already “saved” and water-baptized; yet they needed something further in order to go forth to the ends of the earth.  Jesus told them they would receive it soon.

Lesson 2:  So we learn that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not the same as salvation nor does it automatically happen when someone accepts Jesus. This Baptism has a different function. Through it the disciples received supernatural power not only in inspired speaking but also in miraculous abilities. This Baptism in the Holy Spirit with fire is the doorway to wonderful spiritual realities and resources. A Believer’s spiritual abilities are essentially dormant until she has entered through this door. 

Lesson 3:  So we learn that we may be saved and baptized in water, might even be a professional minister, yet still not have experienced the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. We need not wonder what holds us back from living a fulfilled, “perfected” Christian life. (And from now on please read “perfect” as “mature” and “fully fitted to your purpose,” not as “without error or fault.”  The Father is not seeking folks who never make a mistake, he is seeking those who want to grow up and be who he created them to be!) 

If we’re not baptized in the Spirit then our power for victorious living is very limited. Yet this baptism is not a “gimme”; it doesn’t usually happen without our knowing it.  For He instills in us tangible evidence that he has come powerfully into his temple.  As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20:

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.  

When we receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, we immediately receive a wonderful gift that we may hold precious for the rest of our lives.  It is the fullness of the Holy Spirit within us!

A few days after Jesus told his disciples to wait on the Holy Spirit, they came together in a second-story apartment to watch and pray.  The KJV tells us that they were “in one accord,” or “single-minded.”  The city of Jerusalem was full of Jews from all over the world that had come to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.  The story of what happened in the “upper room” is found in Acts 2:1ff:

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of _____________that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Who was there? Acts 1:12-15 tells us that the eleven _____________ were there along with Jesus’ _____________, the rest of his kin, and his women friends.  They were all “constantly devoting themselves to prayer.” They heard a sound like the rushing of a violent wind (Acts 2:2), and next saw “flames of fire” alighting upon them (Acts 2:3). In other words “flames” or “tongues” or “specks of fire” fell upon them from above. Then all in the room – men, women, and children – were baptized with the Holy Spirit and they spoke praise and exhortation in languages they’d never learned.  They were baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire, just as John the Baptist and Jesus prophesied! 

  

Lesson 4:  So we learn that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not just for some Pentecostals or Charismatics or “Holy Rollers,” this Baptism is for everyone who will seek it out in prayer.  In this first instance, languages were given so that these folks might be able to proclaim the Gospel to all the pilgrims present in the city.  Later on in the chapter, Peter interprets the languages.  (We will examine and learn about “the gift of tongues” later so as to clear up any confusion  or misunderstandings.)  But for the time being, let’s note that all in the upper room were baptized with the Holy Spirit and each witnessed (spoke, preached, or prophesied) in a foreign human language not previously learned by the speaker.  The many pilgrims to Jerusalem, drawn from the far reaches of the known world at that time, all heard the Good News in their native language.  The confusion that Yahweh inflicted upon the human race at the tower of Babel (Genesis 11) had been supernaturally reversed, so that different languages could no longer stop the hearing of the Gospel.  This is exactly what happened to the young preacher in Haiti.
   
What about the fire?  Let’s take a look at Matthew 3:11, 12:

 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire; whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

  
The fire is judgment.  From this time forward you will be purged or “winnowed” the rest of your life until all sin and iniquity has been burned up or you have quit working in service to his Kingdom.  A fancy term for this “purging” is “sanctification” and for most of us it is the ongoing work of a lifetime of spiritual formation and development.

  
If the Baptism with the Holy Spirit was for these men, women and children, then the Baptism is for me – and it is for you.  Whatever good thing the Holy Spirit of Yahweh has for me, I want.  Don’t you?

 

Fr. Frances MacNutt, one of the patriarchs of the latter-day healing movement, writes of the marvelous personal evidences of having received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit in his latest book, The Nearly Perfect Crime: How the Church Almost Killed the Ministry of Healing (2005, pp. 62-62):

The New Testament nowhere gives a definition of the baptism with the Spirit, but it does describe what the baptism does. We have already spoken about receiving the power of Christ, especially the power to heal and cast out evil spirits. I have prayed for hundreds—maybe thousands—of people to receive it; perhaps these insights from that ministry will help us understand its further purpose.

First, the word baptism means "immersion," so Spirit baptism is like being immersed in water. It is, in fact, generally connected with water baptism, especially when it is by immersion. In the early Church, adults who were baptized expected, at the same time, to be baptized in the Spirit; they regarded the two experiences as the same event. 

Second, Jesus considered it to be of supreme importance. The Church in its fullness was not born until the people were filled with the Spirit. It was not something you achieved but it was something that God did for you; remember that the apostles and disciples had to wait until it happened at Pentecost. It was pure gift.

Third, baptism with the Spirit is usually accompanied by external signs. Emotionally, it usually leads to an overflow of great joy. Spiritually, some of the charismatic gifts—especially praying in tongues—usually accompany it. Peter’s sermon in the household of Cornelius was interrupted by an explosion of tongues (see Acts 10:46).

Fourth, different parts of our being are touched by the Spirit:

   • Our minds are enlightened. People who once felt that reading Scripture was a chore now find delight in reading it. Passages that once seemed dense now open up (see John 14:26).

   • We often receive guidance about what to do or not to do (see John 16:13).

   • We will notice a change within our spirit: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit will come and live within us, and we will know and love them in a deeper way. Jesus will love us and show Himself to us (see John 14:21).

   • We shall be protected from the evil one (see John 17:15).

   • Jesus' love, joy and peace shall be within us (see John 14:27; 15:9,11).

Many other things have taken place after people have received the baptism with the Spirit. Some of my friends have been healed of long-standing addictions and problems in their relationships, and some of their financial burdens have been lifted. I just today received a letter that reads in part: “Words truly cannot express the gratitude I feel for your being a conduit for God’s blessing and anointing as you prayed for our individual healing, as well as for us to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. I'm still processing all that has happened, and more is happening by the day. I can only tell you this for sure—our lives will never be the same!"

There is no one list of things that always happens to every person.  It is as if God tailors the outpouring of the Spirit to each person individually.

[For a complete treatment of this vital subject, please request your audio course FREE on CD, “The Baptism in the Holy Spirit,” from feedback@jacksonsnyder.com or read a fuller treatment of the theology and history of “The Baptism” at www.jacksonsnyder.com/bhs.htm.]

The Seven Steps to Receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
1.  Make confession of your sins.  What is sin?  1 John 3:4 informs us that “sin is the transgression of the law.” The literal meaning of the Greek word hamartia (‘) is “missing the mark,” and archery term.  

Therefore, what is the mark?  _________________________
Matthew 3:2.  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Repent! = metanoiete () – “Change your mind!”

  
1 John 2:1-5.  My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He who says, “I know him” but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps his word, in him truly love for God is perfected.
The change of mind needs to be of firm resolve with the intention of once changing your mind, never to take it back to where it was.
 

2.  Renounce all evil, all unsavory attachments, all occult bondage, all habitual bad behavior and worldly folly.  You know what most if not all of these things are in your life.  So does Yahweh.  So make your confession and renunciation with a broken heart. 

1 John 3:8.  He who commits sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

 

3.  Affirm your trust in Yahweh and his Son to save you from the wrath to come.  Ask that you might be born anōthen () — “anew from above”:
. 

1 John 3:9.  No one born of God commits sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he cannot sin because he is born of God.  
John 3:6,7.  “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew from above.’”  
 

4.  Determine now to lead a life that reflects the life of Yahshua / Jesus, keeping the commandments of Yahweh.

1 John 3:4, 23, 24.  Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  All who keep his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

 

5.  Nurture a personal relationship with the Father and Son through prayer, devotion, charity and good deeds.

1 John 2: 28, 29. And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.  If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that every one who does right is born of him.  

Ephesians 2:10.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works [deeds], which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

 

6.  Determine without fail you’ll frequently assemble with likeminded believers and worthily partake in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, or Holy Communion.

1 John 2:18,19.  Children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come; therefore we know that it is the last hour.  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out, that it might be plain that they all are not of us.  

John 6:53-56. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.”  

 

7.  Remind the Father that you are a holy nation and ask Him to gloriously baptize you in the Holy Spirit.

1 Peter 2:9, 10. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were no people but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy.  

  
Keep on seeking; keep on asking; keep on living in total expectation of receiving your promised endowment at any time.  And 

H O L D   F I R M.   
(Deuteronomy 10:20 NJB)
Holy Spirit Baptism Prayers

 

1. Heavenly Father, I want to experience all that You have in store for me in Yahshua Messiah (Jesus Christ).  I am sorry for my pride that may have kept me from experiencing any part of the life in the Spirit.  I do repent of this pride and I ask You to reveal Your life and love to me. I want You to take over my guidance and be my Master.  I don’t know all that this means now, but I trust You to teach me.  Father, I ask You to baptize me in Your Holy Spirit. I want all Yahshua suffered to give me.  O, Anointed Jesus, I empty myself of all that I thought I knew if it stands in Your way of baptizing me in your Spirit.  Pour out your power upon me so that I might live a life worthy of Your name.  I thank You, Father; I do now receive all of Jesus.  I thank You, Jesus.  I do now receive all of Your Holy Spirit.  I thank you, Holy Spirit that You have made all this possible by Your faithful love.  I thankfully ask and pray this in Yahshua’s name. Amen.

2. My Heavenly Father, I am your child and I believe in my heart that Jesus (Yahshua) has been raised from the dead – I confess Him as my Master.  Jesus said, “How much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those that ask Him?”  I ask You now to fill me with the Holy Spirit.  I step into the fullness and power that I desire in the name of Yahweh.  I confess that I shall be and I am a Spirit-filled believer.  As I yield my vocal organs, I expect to speak in tongues or otherwise witness for you as the Spirit gives me utterance.  Praise Yahweh! Hallelujah! 
                                                          –Adapted from Prayers That Avail Much
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!

Let us all in Thee inherit; let us find that second rest.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve Thee as Thy hosts above,

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, glory in Thy perfect love.

                                                                      – C. Wesley, 1747
 

Pneumatakoi: A Study of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, Chapters 1 – 12
 
Look Up; Lift Up

Author Unknown – Epworth League Anthem, 1909

(Tune: “Battle Hymn of the Republic”)

Mine eyes have seen the tokens of another Pentecost,

Mine ears have heard the gath'ring of a dedicated host,

My soul has felt the presence of the promised Holy Ghost,

       Our league is marching on.

Chorus:

   Look up, lift up, hallelujah!  Look up, lift up, hallelujah!

   Look up, lift up, hallelujah!  Our league is marching on.

There's fire of consecration that is kindling in our youth,

They are vowing hearty service to the Master and His truth,

Their faith is pure and ardent, and their work's a gospel proof,

       Our youth are marching on.

There's a fervor of revival burning bright in many hearts,

There's glow of gen'rous loyalty their noble purpose starts,

'Tis the Spirit of the Father and the zeal that Christ imparts.

       Our church is marching on.

They unfurl the Epworth banner, and, behold, the thousands rise!

They are looking up in pray'r to Him enthroned beyond the skies,

They are lifting up their brother from the ruin where he lies,

       Our league is marching on.

*

*   *

Spirit and Wind

1 Corinthians 2: 12, 13.  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from Yahweh, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by Yahweh.  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual [truths] (pneumatikoi) to those who possess the Spirit.  

 

In 1 Corinthians, what we call “spiritual gifts” are pneumatikoi, or “spiritual” (a plural adjective, modifying an implied noun such as “things”) – “spiritualities” or “spiritual resources.”  Pneuma can mean spirit, wind, or breath, and translators must be very attentive to context to get the English translation right.  Consider this excellent example:

 

John 3:8  “The wind (pneuma) blows (pnei) where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the spirit (pneumatos).”  (NJB)
 

John 3:8  “The spirit (pneuma) breathes (pnei) where it wants, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one who is born of the spirit (pneumatos).”  (JSB)
Perhaps you will want to research several instances of “spirit-wind” and work with the translation a little to receive a new perspective and enhanced meaning.  Look at this pericope 
(peh-rih-co-pee i.e. an extract or selection from a book, especially a reading from a Scripture that forms part of a church service):
Matthew 10:19. But when you are handed over, do not worry about how to speak or what to say; what you are to say will be given to you when the time comes, 20. because it is not you who will be speaking; the Breath (pneuma) of your Father will be speaking in you.
Try this well-known selection:

Acts 2:1. When Pentecost day came round, they had all met together, 2. when suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of a violent wind (pnoēs – pronounced “noise”; also, breath) which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; 3. and there appeared to them tongues as of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. 4. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit (pneumatos) and began to speak different languages as the Spirit (pneuma) gave them power to express themselves.
Literally, verse 4 reads “they were all filled with holy spirit (or ‘a holy spirit’) … as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

FYI - In the Hebrew language of the Scriptures (the Old Testament), wind, spirit, and breath are also homonyms as in the Greek; the Hebrew word is ruach (rue-ock).  

Psalms 51:10. Create in me a clean heart, renew within me a resolute spirit (ruach), 11. do not thrust me away from your presence, do not take away from me your spirit (ruach) of holiness.

The Study


Turn in the Scriptures to First Corinthians chapter 1 and fill in the blanks:

 

1.   1:4-8  
The Assembly at Corinth was not lacking in ______________ gifts.

2.   1:11-13  
But they were ______________ over leaders and leadership.

3.   1:28-29  
They may also have been guilty of ______________ about their gifts.

4.   2:3-5  
Their faith was not to stand / rest on human ______________, but on the Holy Spirit and power.

5.   2:12-13  
The gifts are from ______________. 

6.   2:12-13  
We are to interpret spiritual truths only to those who ____________________________.

7.   2:14  
To the natural man, the gifts of Yahweh are ______________.

8.   2:14  
We might conclude that the natural man, though alive in the flesh, is spiritually ________________.

9.   2:14  
Should discussing spiritual gifts be a tool of evangelism?  Yes /  No

10. 3:1-3  
Paul couldn’t address some of the Corinthians because they didn’t act like ________________________.

11. 3:1-3  
Their ______________ and ______________ led to loss of spirituality.

12. 4:20  
The Kingdom of Yahweh is to be demonstrated not in talk, but in ______________.

13. 5:9-13  
The spiritual person isn’t to associate at all with “a brother” who is ______________.

14. 5:12-13  
We are not to judge ______________.  We are to judge _______________________.

15. 6:17  
Those who join up with Yahshua are ______________ spirit with him.

16. 7:31 

 The ways of the world (in the lives of believers) is_________________________.

17. 7:32  
Working in the gifts requires the believer to be free from ______________________________________.

18. 10:20-21  
We are to examine our ministries, making certain we are not partners with ____________.

19. 10:32  
Our behavior toward those who don’t believe in the gifts is to avoid ______________ them.

20. 12:4-6  
The three varieties are ______________, ______________ and ______________.

21. 12:7  
These are called ______________ and are given by Yahweh for the common _____________.

22. 12:8-10  
The Spirit gives to one or another _______________________, ________________, ________________,  ________________, _________________, ________________, ______________; __________________& ___________________. 

23. 12:11  
Who bestows the gifts by measure? ___________________________

24. 12:14-19  
The use of the gifts are essential and all for the benefit of the ______________.

25. 12:14-19  
What does the ear do while the eye is examining something?


____________________________________  ____________________________________

26. 12:14-19  
What should the speaker in tongues do while the healer is healing?  ______________________________________________________________________

27. 12:27-28  
What are the eight appointments to the assembly?  _______________, _______________,  ________________, ________________, __________________, _________________, ___________________ and _______________________.

28. 12:28 
How do these appointments compare with the list in Ephesians 4:11?  ___________________________________________________________________.

29. 12:28 
What are the two purposes of the Ephesians 4:11 list?  (See Ephesians 4:12) ____________________________ and ____________________________.

30.  12:31 
What is our attitude toward the gifts to be?  ________________________________________________________________________

A Study of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians Chapter 13
 

1 Corinthians 13:1.   Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. (KJV)

 


Turn in the Scripture to First Corinthians chapter 13 and fill in the blanks:

 

32. 13:1-3   
If the spiritual gifts were the spokes of a wheel, the hub might be ______________.

33. 13:7       
In the King James Version and Webster’s Bible, ______________ bears all things.

34. 13:1       
Without ______________, I am a ____________________________.

35. 13:2       
If I’m a prophet without ______________, then I’m really _____________________________________.

36. 13:3       
If I die for Messiah without ______________, then I get __________________________.

37. 13:7-10  
What is “the perfect”?  ______________.

38. 13:13      
What abides?  _________  _________  ___________.

39. 13.13
What is the greatest of these?  ______________

 

Charity / Love / Agapē /    The Bible language word agapē (ah-gah-peh) is borrowed from Classical Greek.  “Love” is the popular and accepted translation of the word though there is no direct English equivalent.  The implication is that agapē signifies “compassion in action” or “a compassion that does not desire possession, but is eager to help.”    Dwight Small defines agapē as 

“...not born of a lover’s need, nor having its source in the love object. Agapē doesn’t exist in order to get what it wants but empties itself to give what the other needs. Agapē lives in order to die to self for the blessedness of caring for another, spending for another, spending itself for the sake of the beloved.”
We prefer the original translation as charity to that of love because charity implies that something is done with love in contrast to popular absurdities such as “Love means never having to say you’re sorry” or “I love chocolate ice cream.”  Charity is what we extend to that which we cherish; charity and cherish are two wonderful synonyms for agapē.
Charity – 

· Benevolence or generosity toward others or toward humanity.
· Indulgence or forbearance in judging others.
· The theological virtue defined as love directed first toward God but also toward oneself and one's neighbors as objects of God's love.  (The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition Copyright © 2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company.)
Cherish –

· to care for; 

· to hold dear; 

· to treasure.
 
A Study of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians  Chapters 14:1-5
 

 Turn in the Scripture to First Corinthians chapter 14 and fill in the blanks:

 

39. 14:1
 
Spiritual gifts are to be ______________, especially 





______________.
40. 14:2
When one speaks in tongues, to whom does she speak? 


____________________________  

41. 14:3
 
When one prophesies, to whom does he / she speak? 



____________________________
42. 14:5
 
What does Paul want the Corinthians to do?  


__________________________&  ______________.

43. 14:5 
In corporate worship, what other complimentary gift is necessary to the gift of tongues? 
 

_______________________________.

44. 14:5
 What does the gift of interpretation accomplish in the assembly?  __________________________________________
Speaking in Tongues

 

Glossai   The Bible language word glossai (glos-say) is plural and means “tongues.”  In the proper context, it can also means “languages.”  Everyone speaks in a “tongue”, i.e., a language; but not everyone is moved by the Holy Spirit to speak in an “unknown (or unlearned) tongue.”  In addition, there are a variety of purposes for supernatural languages to be manifested by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Here are the common ones and their technical terms that we have studied over the years.  (It’s important to learn and let others know the technical names, so try to master their pronunciation.)

 

44.  Glossalalia (glos-sa-lal-ya), known in Charismatic circles as 


__R __ Y __ R     -     L __ NG __ AGE.    (Lalia means speaking.)
45.  The purpose of glossalalia is ___________________________________________ ___________________________________________.
46.  Xenoglossa (zay-no-glos-sa), also known as tongues of __________.   


(Xeno means other.)      (See 1 Corinthians 13:1a)      
47.  The purpose of xenoglossa is ____________________________.  


(See Acts 2:7, 8 for an example.)

48.  Xenoglossa requires somebody (a hearer) who ________________ the 


language being spoken.

49.  Xenoglossa may also require someone with the gift of _____________.

50.  
How does one acquire the gift of interpretation of tongues (or any desired 
spiritual gift, for that matter)? 


___________________________________________ ___________________________________________.
50a. Matthew 7:7-11 Ask, and it shall be _______ you: seek, and you shall _______: knock, and it shall be _______ to you.  For every one that asks _______; and he that seeks _______; and to him that knocks it shall be _______.  Or what man is there of you, of whom should his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? or if he should also ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  If then you being evil know how to give good ​​​_______ to your children, how much more will your Father who is in the heavens give good _______ to those who ask him?
Ask, Seek and Knock are structured in the Greek so as to say, “Ask, and keep on asking; seek, and keep on seeking; knock, and keep on knocking.  

50b. Now, How does one acquire the gift of interpretation of tongues (or any desired spiritual gift, for that matter)? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

51. Strateiaglossa (stra-tay-uh-glos-sa) is conventionally known as 

W A __ F __ R __      -      T __ N G __ E S.   

(See 2 Corinthians 10:4 for an example.)

52.  What do you suppose strateia means? ____________________

53. The purpose of strateiaglossa is 

_______________________________________________.  


(See Ephesians 6:11,12)

54. 
Why is it important to be aware of the type of tongue?  __________________________________________


__________________________________________
55.  
Is English a “tongue”?   Yes or No?

What are the implications of your answer in regards to spiritual abilities?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Speaking in Prophecy (Prophesying)
 

Profeteia  (pro-fet-ay-uh) – The Bible language word “profeteia” means prophecy.  Generally, prophecy is speaking while inspired by the Holy Spirit.  There are several biblical types of speech that may be classified as prophecy.
 

Some types of prophecy (the pneumatic resource not the motivational grace).

56.  Kerygma, also known as inspired  ______________.  (Luke 3:3) 

57.  Paranesis, known as strong ______________.  (Acts 2:22-24; Romans 2:2-8)
58.  Parakalos, also known as inspired ______________. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-6)
59.  Didaskolos, also known as inspired ____________.  (Hebrews 10, Matthew 5)
60.  Profeteia, also known as inspired ______________.  (Acts 11:28, Mark 13)

61.  Obviously, prophecy includes the ability to tell the ___________. (Acts 11:28)
Other forms of prophecy that have been suggested include inspired Consolation, Praying, Praising, and so forth.  Note that the word is inspired in each case.  Being a windbag doesn’t mean a prophet is inspired.  The “gifts” of gab, blow and loquacity (very talkative; garrulous) aren’t on this list of pneumaticals.  Yes, in regards to the pneumatikoi (spiritual resources), spirit and wind come from different places and go in different directions.

 

Pneumatakoi: A Study of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians

 Chapters 14:6 – 15:10
 

62. 14:6
        
Strengthening (edifying) gifts included here are ____________________, ___________________, ____________________ & __________________.

63. 14:12        
What should one be doing with spiritual manifestations?  ________________________________________



________________________________________

64. 14:18        
What was Paul’s boast? ________________________________________ 

65. 14.19

What was his concern?  
________________________________________

66. 14:22-25   

Who can clarify these verses? 
________________________________________




________________________________________ 

67. 14:26        
What is the prescribed order of worship according to Paul?  ________________________________________



________________________________________

68. 14:27, 28   
How are tongues to be used in the worship service?  ________________________________________ 


________________________________________

69. 14:28        If there is no interpreter for tongues, tongue talkers should be what during church?   (Not necessarily silent.) ____________________________________.

70. 14:29-32   
_____________ or three preachers is enough!  Their preaching is to be _________________, for the _________ of prophets are _______________ to prophets.

71. 14:33, 39-40   Paul sums up his teaching: Do your worship services in an 




______________ manner for Yahweh isn’t a god of ________________.

72. 15:10        Paul says, “By ___________________ I am what I am.  I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but ______ _____________   ______________ within me.”

73.  ______________ may be defined as “favor rendered by one who need not.”

74.  The word ______________ derives from the Middle English term gratia.  The Bible language equivalent (ancient Greek) is charis (), the plural of which is charismata, from which we get the word “charismatic.”  It means “graces.”  Today we equate this term with spiritual gifts, although this is not quite accurate.  

 
Charismatic or Charismaniac: 
Sheila said, “I’m not only a Charismatic, I’m a Charismaniac!”
Charismatic: “Of, relating to, or being a type of Christianity that emphasizes personal religious experience and divinely inspired powers, as of healing, prophecy, and the gift of tongues” (American Heritage Dictionary). 

 

Charismaniac: Someone with divinely inspired powers using them out of order to the glory of Self and the result of Confusion.  Charismaniacs are easily identified by the strife, confusion and discord they routinely sow within the congregation.  

73.  So by what means do we work charismatic / pneumatic gifts?  By ______________ (which means “undeserved favor”).
74.  And by what method?  An ______________ method (an adjective and an adverb meaning, “free from disorder.”)

75.  Examine yourself.  Are you a (1) charismatic, a (2) charismaniac or a (3) non-charismatic?  Be honest and reflective.  A good place to begin is to take a look at the fruits you currently produce.  What are your reservations?  What are your excesses?  If you need a refresher, look back at your experience of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, if you have received it.  Look also at Galatians 5:19-24.  Examine yourself in this space:  
Pneumatakoi: A Study of Simon Peter in The Acts of the Apostles
 
One pneumatic resource or many – one gift or many?

76.  Acts 1:15        Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________

77.  Acts 2:14        Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
78.  Acts 2:38, 39   Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?   ________________________________________ ________________________________________
79.  What are prerequisites for receiving the favor of gifts and resources?         ________________ and __________________

80.  And for whom are these resources reserved?   ________________________________________ ________________________________________
81.  Acts 3:6         Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
82.  Acts 3:5         What are prerequisites for receiving here? ________________________________________ ________________________________________
83.  Why do you suppose the previous answer is so important?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
84.  Acts 3:12, 13 And who actually performed the miracle?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
85.  Acts 3:13 ff.   And for what purposes?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
86.  Acts 5:3         Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
87.  Acts 8:14-17  Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
88.  Acts 9:32-34  Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
89.  Acts 9:37, 40        Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
90.  Acts 10:9-11  Peter is exercising what pneumatic resource(s)?  ________________________________________ ________________________________________
91.  The mission of this exercise is to show you that 

one person may work in any gift or resource necessary, 
IF that person is RIGHTEOUS, BOLD and SPIRIT BAPTIZED.

92.  The second mission of the exercise is to show that 

Peter didn’t minister INDISCRIMINENTLY.  

Rather, he chose very carefully who he would “fix.”

93.  The ultimate mission of this exercise is to convince you that 

the Kingdom consists not in spoken words but in power.
Pray more, talk less, discriminate, be brief, do the works of the Master, allow yourself to be led by the Holy Spirit in your service, and minister boldly in the resources / graces / gifts of the Spirit.  Try hard.  Be expectant.  Hold firm and fast.  Trust Yahweh to be Yahweh in all things.  You will succeed!
 

94.  1 Timothy 5:21  Do nothing by personal ______________.  Make sure you know what the Holy Spirit is doing and be the vessel for Yahweh.

95.  1 Timothy 5:22  ________ _________ suddenly on no man (KJV).  

96.  Instead, seek out those with ____________________ faith (Acts 3:5); but first get in touch with the Spirit.

 
Check Your Personal Experience

97.  Are you sure that you’ve been baptized in the Holy Spirit?  Yes  /  No

       a.  What’s your assurance? ______________________________________ ______________________________________
       b.  What’s your evidence?   ______________________________________ ______________________________________
If you have any uncertainty, please refer to the Bible Study again.

98.  Have you ‘worked’ in any of the pneumatic resources?  _________
99.  If so, which ones? __________________________________  ______________________________________
100.  If the Holy Spirit were to grant you one of the pneumatic ‘gifts’ right now, which would you choose?  _________________  
101.  Why?  (Be honest.)  ____________________________________________

102.  Do you feel more inclined to work alone or with others?  That is, do you consider yourself more of a ‘team player’ or a ‘lone ranger’?  (Circle one.)  (Either is fine.  Just be honest.  We need both types to fulfill the work of the Holy Spirit.)

Notes:

Case Histories of Various Pneumatic Gift Manifestations

 

We have witnessed or otherwise been a part of the following events listed in the categories of the pneumatic resources below.  They are simple yet supernatural solutions to natural or spiritual impediments.  They are given as examples in each category.  Most of the case histories and text are from 
The Charismatic Gifts and Wesleyan Theology
Copyright©1992 Jackson Snyder (www.jacksonsnyder.com/arc/charis).

Word of Wisdom and Word of Knowledge

These are distinctly different resources, yet similar in how they sound when spoken out.  Wisdom is often recognized as the application or strategy of implementation or deployment of a word of knowledge; knowledge is often experienced as a “keen insight” or profound “knowing” of what is actually going on or needs to happen in a given set of circumstances.
 

Wisdom: Matthew 22:21 “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

 

Knowledge: Matthew 21:2, 3 “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find an ass tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If any one says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Master has need of them,’ and he will send them immediately.”
 


As noted, these gifts of Wisdom and Knowledge are similar, and, along with one aspect of the gift of prophecy, are often confused one with the other.  


Similarities:  Each consists of special, supernatural information that one normally may not know through the five senses.  The sensation of gaining wisdom or knowledge from the Holy Spirit has been described as an “eureka” experience.  Sometimes it just comes forth without the gifted person even realizing it.  Often, the special comes through prayer and listening. 

   
Dissimilarities:  Wisdom and knowledge are dissimilar in the particular types of information gained.  Generally, word of knowledge brings information, while word of wisdom instructs in how that information might be used.  For instance, a word of knowledge might diagnose the disease and a word of wisdom might provide the way to treat it.

 

Case 00036: Dan had been a drug dealer, but repented and converted.  He felt called to enter a ministry to addicts in another state.  He came to a prayer group asking for a “word of wisdom” concerning his decision.  While praying, someone had a vision: “Dan, I see you in a white painter’s outfit carrying a kit.  You are ready and anxious to go to work, except you have no paintbrushes or tools in your kit.  You must be better prepared before you go.”  Dan did not heed this word because it was contrary to what he desired.  So he filed bankruptcy and left the state.  Within a few months he was back, having failed in his endeavor due to lack of preparation, but having learned a valuable lesson about preparation for ministry and word of wisdom. 

 


Case 04001:  Randolph is a conscientious and dedicated Christian.  Since an earthquake rocked his property several years before, he had been tormented by a powerful yet invisible entity.  The unclean spirit would systematically throttle him both inside and outside his house.  The spirit would also terrorize the farm animals and pets on the property.
Randolph studied spiritual warfare and learned that if he could get the entity’s name, he might have power over it. He asked the thing several times for its name; though it made sounds, it wouldn’t reveal a name.  He prayed that Yahweh might show the name to him.  In a dream, Randolph was shown three strange symbols three times.  Here they are:

ץלי

Randolph had no training in foreign languages nor did he recognize the origin of these symbols.  The fact that he could even remember them was something of a miracle.  Knowing in his heart that these pictures were an answer to prayer, he drew them for his pastor.  The pastor recognized them as Hebrew and translated them as “Letz,” which means “Joker” in Hebrew – with the “י” signifying future tense.  The two reckoned that Yahweh had given the name of the entity.  And that proved to be the case! 

 

Gift of Faith

 

Matthew 9:22 “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well.

 


Everyone has a measure of faith.  Televangelists preach faith and claim to have the type that moves mountains.  However fame is not the evidence of the gift; rather, look for good and powerful works that glorify Yahweh.  
Dwight Thompson relates the story of a “little old lady with a cane and a Pentecostal hair-do” who, along with other ladies, constantly exercised the gift of faith in the privacy of the church prayer room.  This lady brought forth miracles, including Thompson’s own ministry, without receiving any recognition at all. (Dwight Thompson, My Most Unforgettable . . .)
“Faith” is related to our level of trust in Yahweh and in his living Word.  It is also important to remember that even the feeblest faith first originates in the Heavenly Father, 

for by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is a gift from God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  (Eph 2:8,9)  

Yet, there is clearly a gift of faith that inspired others toward a greater expectation of the supernatural, thus greater faith.  

 


Case 04002  I (Snyder) personally know a man who spent over two decades in communist re-education camps, then another two decades as a propaganda minister.  This man was educated in mission schools, and now, a lifetime later, fulfilled his lifelong dream to be baptized.  
At age sixty the Chinese government sent him to the United States for two weeks on a teacher exchange program.  Though he had never been to this country before, he somehow made his way from Vancouver to Ft. Pierce, Florida, showed up unexpectedly at our ministry door.  Within a just a few days, we baptized him in water and the Holy Spirit baptized him in fire, and then he made his way back to Vancouver in the time allotted.  
The authorities that sent him never found out about this journey or its outcome.  This was not heroic daring – this was the gift of faith that made it possible!
 

Gift of Healing  
Matthew 8:16 That evening they brought to him many who were possessed with demons; and he cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick.
 

In practice, this gift is usually applied to physical healing.  Spiritual healing is most often categorized differently – as “deliverance,” exorcism, restoration or inner healing.  Sometimes the healing required is psychological, and Christian psychology and “Restoring the Foundations” types of ministries are becoming more and more prominent and accepted.  Methods of healing vary widely.  Among them are prayer, anointing with oil and prayer, laying on of hands, commanding, calling forth “ministering angels of healing” and fasting. 

As a young teen, I (Snyder) attended the great healing crusades of A. A. Allen (d. 1970).  Don Stewart, who assisted Allen in the late 60s and inherited the ministry at his death, writes about the following exciting healing in his book, Only Believe (p. 75).

 

 “With my own eyes, I saw God instantly give a woman new skin.  It was in the Paramount, California crusade.  They brought a woman in on a stretcher; she was dying of cancer.  When Allen pulled the sheet off of her, there was an audible gasp from the ministers on stage.  The odor was unbelievable.  She was all covered with this ugly thing.  Her whole front was a mass of blood, puss, and cancer.  The open wound extended from her chest down to her intestines.  It was the worst any of us had ever seen, and we had been dealing with dying cancer patients every night for years.

 “When Allen prayed, the color and texture of that mass began to change to that of normal skin.  It just kept changing and changing and moving down the body.  The wound started to close.  Others were standing there looking on.  One of our ministers almost fainted.  We had all seen healings every night for years, but we had never seen anything like this.  When the woman began to see it happening, she jumped up off that stretcher and started shouting, ‘Thank you, Jesus!  Thank you, Jesus!’  Everyone was crying.  
“In typical A. A. Allen style, he ordered out for a hot dog with ketchup and mustard and had the lady eat it right there.  As the story began to circulate, the crowds grew and so did the people’s faith to believe for the impossible.”

 

Today, there are many, many testimonies of miraculous healings and recoveries.  The medical community has become very interested in the prayer and healing connection, and some empirical studies have proved a positive correlation between the two.  Some of these studies even involve “healing” groups of plant seeds to eliminate any subjective influences humans may exhibit.  One group of seeds is not prayed for, another group is prayed for from a distance, and another group is prayed for “in person.”  The last group proves to be the most fertile and most robust as seedlings.  The second group is similar but a little less vigorous.  The first group is always the least fertile and productive.  The medical community has now “discovered” that there are spiritual aspects to healing!   (Although many still see all such healings as “the placebo effect,” “spontaneous healing phenomena” or “psychosomatic recovery.”)

Gift of Miracles

 

John 6:11  Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.  And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, that nothing may be lost.”  

 

Miracles occur when natural laws are perceived to be broken for the sake of the Almighty’s purpose.  Jesus fed the multitude with five loaves and two fishes.  Here is a modern-day miracle that is similar.

 

Case 00017  A man travels to oversee Christmas parties in a dozen rural schools for thousands of children in a third-world country.  He has accumulated several large suitcases full of small gifts for the project.  He is booked on a missionary flight and the bags of gifts are left behind.  When he arrives, he finds he has but one suitcase of gifts.  Over the course of a week, he passes out gifts from the suitcase to the lines of school children in the various schools.  After the week is over, and at the last school, the gifts run out as the very last of the children parade through.  He realizes that there may have been enough in the briefcase to supply 100 children, but certainly not enough for the thousands that have taken from it. 

 

Miracles of greater propensity seem to happen on the foreign field where people are more spiritually and holistically integrated in their outlook.  This broader outlook expands their faith, rather than limits it.  As “Westerners,” American and European Christians often have a rational—even secular—outlook that rejects the human soul spirit.  This outlook is often held uncritically, but it works against the supernatural aspects of the Kingdom of Heaven and limits the reach of our own faith.  

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  Hebrews 11:6 NKJV)
We have heard of many miracles from the mission field, but the one we like best was told to Jackson many years ago. 

 

Case 00002  Kowloon, China 1941.  Miss Bailey was a Pentecostal missionary to China during the first half of the 20th century.  She related to me an incident connected to the Japanese invasion:  

The Japanese had a reputation for torturing American missionaries.  As the Japanese soldiers broke through the door of her orphanage, she ran up to the third floor and hid in a closet there.  As she heard the soldiers coming to find her, in her terror she began to pray Psalm 91 “He shall cover thee with his pinions, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” 
The soldiers reached the third floor and searched.  They opened the closet in which she was hiding.  There was nothing in the closet but her.  She was in plain view.  She looked the enemy directly in the face, but they did not see her.  They slammed the doors, stomped off, and left her unscathed.  She believed that she had been hidden beneath the feathers (pinions) of the Almighty.  
(Read the full account at www.glowmi.org/gs.)

 

Miracles through congregational prayer happen through “joining faith.”  Recall how often Scripture speaks of the Jerusalem Assembly as being of “one mind” or of “one accord.”  There is great power in agreement, as in “where two or more agree on earth, it shall also be done in heaven.”  In the next case, there was a perfect reason why a miracle should occur.

 

Case 00013  A Christian men’s group plans a Christmas youth service featuring a well-known youth evangelist.  The men invite the secular organization Big Brothers/Big Sisters and BB/BS commits all the children in the program to attend.  (This, in itself, is a miracle.)  The afternoon of the program, the temperature creeps below zero.  The men find that the furnace is broken in the building they have rented for the event.  A technician is called in, who finds that an essential component in the heating system is broken.  He removes the vital part entirely and says a replacement must be ordered.  The system cannot function without it.  


The program will begin in a couple hours, and the building is freezing cold.  The men do not know what to do to remedy the situation.  After a suggestion to call the meeting off, a very quiet fellow says to the other men, “Let’s lay hands on the thermostat and pray in expectation of a miracle.”   “It can’t hurt,” says another man.  So they lay hands upon the thermostat, and he who suggested this course of action offers a prayer thanking God for authority through Jesus – then he quietly commands the furnace to come on.

    To the utter amazement of all present, the furnace immediately starts up.  Within an hour, the building is warm.  Later, seventy children accept the evangelist’s challenge to discipleship!

 
Here are some encouraging words from our Master that relate directly to this situation and many common hindrances to the work of the Gospel that we all have encountered:

Matthew 18:18.  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall _________ on earth shall be _________ in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall _________ on earth shall be _________ in heaven.

dēsēte =  = will bind, tie up, prohibit: If YOU will prohibit something in temporal reality, that thing, person or situation will be likewise prohibited in the pneumatic (spiritual) realm.

lusēte =  = will loosen, unbind, set free:  If YOU will set something free or something loose in temporal reality, that thing, person or situation will be likewise freed in the pneumatic realm.  luō also means destroy or dissolve.
The slave’s master was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. (Matthew 18:27)
Matthew 18:19.  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching (regarding) any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.  20.  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

How many faith-filled people are required for a quorum? _________
Gift of Prophecy

 

Nehemiah 8:5. In full view of all the people, since he stood higher than them all, Ezra opened the book; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6. Then Ezra blessed Yahweh, the great God, and all the people raised their hands and answered, "Amen! Amen!"; then they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated themselves before Yahweh. (NJB)
 “Prophecy” is often used interchangeably with “word of wisdom.”  Prophecy is the gift of inspired speaking, evidenced by healings, conversions, baptisms in the Holy Spirit, great conviction of sin, deliverances, “falling out under the Spirit,” and other demonstrations of Yahweh’s power during the course of the message.  Such were experienced in the days of Ezra, as he read the newly discovered book of the Law, and in the Pentecost outpouring of Acts 2.  

Various manifestations surfaced as a result of the Holy Spirit moving through the words of inspired speaking, and are recorded in the ministries of the great reformers Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1496), George Fox (1624-1691), John Wesley (1703-1792), Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), George Whitefield (1714-1770) and thousands of preachers since, despite denominational and theological diversity, despite preaching style (or lack thereof).  And we should not be surprised when these same signs are revealed within the course of our own contemporary experiences.  
But in the popular and classical sense, it is also the foretelling of the future, as our Scripture example shows: 
Luke 21:5,6 And as some were speaking of the temple that it was adorned with goodly stones and offerings, he said: As to these things that you see, days will come in which there shall not be left a stone upon a stone, that shall not be thrown down.
Luke 21:32 Verily I say to you: This generation shall not pass away till all these things shall have been accomplished. 

The Temple of Herod (so-called Second Temple) was completely destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD, leaving only the foundation wall remaining, known today as the “Wailing Wall.”   A Biblical generation is forty years.  The Temple (and all of Jerusalem) was destroyed exactly one generation after Jesus prophesied.
In the last twenty years, much has been made of Biblical prophecies being fulfilled in world events, especially in the Middle East regarding Babylon and Assyria (Iraq: see Jeremiah 51, etc.).  In recent months (August, 2005), the little known book of Zephaniah is sited in regards to the recent evacuation of Jews from the Gaza Strip.
Zephaniah 2:4. For Gaza will be abandoned and Ashkelon reduced to ruins; Ashdod will be driven out in broad daylight and Ekron uprooted.

Case 00018 A mission organization has several hundred personnel stationed in a volatile third-world country.  News arrives at headquarters one morning that a military coup d’etat had been successfully conducted the night before in the country of their concern.  The office staff is called to earnest prayer.  During the prayer, the chaplain of the group is anointed to prophesy: “Thus saith the LORD, the day will not pass until all is as it was – have faith.”  To the surprise of secular political analysts, the former government was restored before the end of the day.  This was one of many such prophecies, some quite spectacular, from this group.  We speculate that they were so blessed with this gift because they had compassion on the crowd (Matthew 9:36). 

Often prophetic utterances are prefaced with “Thus saith the LORD” due to the influence of the King James Bible.  Does Yahweh have greater credibility with us if he speaks in Elizabethan-style English?  Think about it.
Personal prophecies and “prophetic words” are very popular today.  There are some schools that teach how to prophesy.  Some “words” from the prophecy mill are surely on target, but many are false.  One can’t be taught to prophesy – such is a gift of the Spirit that can be received through prayer, expectation and watchful waiting.  You must be discriminating in who you allow to speak such a “word” of prophecy to you.  Remember:  

 

The __________ man judges all things, but is himself to be judged by __________. For who has known the mind of Yahweh so as to instruct him?  But we have the mind of the Christ.  1 Corinthians 2:15,16  

Inspired speaking of any variety is a gift of Yahweh to be coveted and desired.  It is also a gift that carries a great burden of responsibility. 
Isaiah 13:1  The ​​​​​masa of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see.


( ) burden   ( ) oracle   ( ) proclamation  

(Burden is the KJV word for “oracle” – the word of Yahweh through the prophet, in Isaiah 13:1 etc.  Inspired proclamation is born as a burden before it grows into an oracle.)  

Consider this modern-day oracle:

Case 00035 Frank was a layman in a Pentecostal church.  A local prophetic evangelist preached a revival at the church.  During the preaching, the evangelist called Frank to attention in the congregation and declared: “You will be leaving out of here to minister in a dead denomination soon.”  (These are the exact words of “Brother Larry Callahan, OBM.”)  Frank later laughed about it.  He was not about to leave this wonderful house of worship.

After a few months, a well-known prophetic evangelist came to the church for one meeting (“Brother Freddy Clark”).  Frank again was called out immediately: “Yours is a strange case.  You will soon be leaving this place to go into the ministry of the mainline church.  All your afflictions are healed.”  Frank was puzzled by the repetition but expectant for the healing for he suffered debilitating rheumatoid arthritis.  He certainly wanted “all his afflictions” healed.

Very soon after, and completely unexpectedly, the chairman of a large, mainline church phoned Frank to ask if he would consider hiring on as an associate minister.  Frank replied, “I’ll pray about it.”  Confused by the prophecies and the phone call, Frank phoned his prayer partner in another city.  “Pray that the Heavenly Father gives us a word on this, brother,” said Frank.  
The friend called the next day with a word, “I don’t know what this means, but your word is ‘Come out of her.’”  Later that day, Frank accepted the ministry job in the mainline church.

Eventually, this church ministry provided Frank the opportunity to move to the tropics.  The change in climate brought forth the remission of the painful arthritic condition.  Frank was healed.
 

For other examples of prophecy, refer again to the section, “Speaking in Prophecy.”

Discernment of Spirits

 

John 2: 24, 25.  Jesus did not trust himself to them, because he knew all men and needed no one to bear witness of man; for he himself knew what was in man.  

 

Discernment is the supernatural ability to detect spirits that are good or evil, clean or unclean, cooperative, competitive, or cruel.  It is also the ability to judge right from wrong in cases of ambiguity including the testing of those who claim the gift of prophecy or other spiritual gifts.  Discernment may extend, through the divine source, to 
“distinguishing between soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, becoming a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).  
What does 1 John 4:1-6 admonish us to do at all times?

1.  BELOVED, DO not _________ every spirit, but __________ the spirits to see whether they are of God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world.  

2.  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,

Notice that the Apostle is speaking of spirits, not people.  American Heritage Dictionary: a spirit is “a supernatural being, such as an angel or a demon.”  
The spirit that confesses Jesus (the flesh-and-blood man who lived for thirty-three years in Roman Palestine) 
as the Christ (the anointed messianic king) 
who originated in God (Yahweh, the patron of Israel, deity of Abraham and the patriarchs),
such is a supernatural being who also originates in and serves our Heavenly Father.
3.  And every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you heard that it was coming, and now it is in the world already.  

4.  Little children, you are of God, and have _________ them (spirits of the world and antichrist); 
for he who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world.  {left}
5.  They are of the world, therefore what they say is of the world, and the world listens to them.  

6.  We are of God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and he who is not of God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.  

Note that it was the unclean spirit that gave a servant girl the power to discern spirits and tell fortunes in Acts 16:16 and following.  

It happened one day that as we were going to prayer, we were met by a slave-girl who was a soothsayer and made a lot of money for her masters by foretelling the future. This girl started following Paul and the rest of us and shouting, “Here are the servants of the Most High God; they have come to tell you how to be saved!” She did this day after day until Paul was exasperated and turned round and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to leave that woman.” The spirit went out of her then and there. (NJB)

The unclean spirit of discernment was cast out by the annoyed Apostle Paul.  If the unclean spirit is able to discern so capably, how might the righteous man or woman endued with the Holy Spirit discern?

 

Case 00043 When Jenny was a child, she could see what she called “spirits.”  “Grandpa” sat by the door of the bedroom – he was friendly.  Other spirits bothered her.  She began to see frightening distortions on the faces of others.  By the time she was 15, she was rather used to such nuisances.  While lying on the bed listening to rock music, she felt small creatures lifting her up and carrying her away.  She had given her life to Jesus by this time and was starting to realize that her insight was not a natural endowment.  She wanted to cry out for him now, but her mouth wouldn’t move.  
Finally, she said as best she could, “In the name of Jesus!” and the creatures dropped her.  
Later, in married life, her husband became frightened at such manifestations and what they were doing to the woman he loved.  A very simple believer, “Chuck” could sense the cold chills of evil.  He finally prayed in exasperation, “God, let her not see these things any more.”  This prayer of deliverance was efficacious and the apparitions ceased.

 

On the other hand, an unclean spirit can take a much less impressive form.

 

Case 00041 Montie was the accountant for a small shoe store.  He was trying to complete the annual income statement when a customer came in with a bawling three-year-old.  The noise disturbed Montie’s focus and he couldn’t work.  He looked out at the little girl, discerned a spirit of fear in her, and commanded it to depart under his breath.  The girl could not have heard him, yet immediately she stopped crying and cried no more while in the store.

One very impressive exercise is to remember this testimonial for the next time you are in a public place and you hear a small child crying out hysterically.  Pray, 
“Father, give me the discernment to know what unclean spirit is troubling this child so I can vanquish it.”
Immediately, you will “get” fear, resentment, even hate.  Say under your breath, “Spirit of fear (or hate) in that child yonder, I command you in the name of Jesus to depart from the child and toward Jesus’ feet, so he may do with you as he will.”  Wait a minute or two and see if the baby doesn’t stop being agitated.  Though the child can’t hear you, you will be pleasantly surprised at how the unclean spirit could hear – and obey.

 

Tongues and Interpretation

 

 “Tongues” are languages spoken but never learned – spontaneous manifestations of praise or prophecy to the assembly.  These can be human languages (“tongues of men”) or ecstatic languages (“tongues of angels”). 

 

“And [those present at Pentecost] were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they began to speak with other tongues, as _______ gave them utterance.” 
 

They began is the key phrase.  The Spirit brought this gift, and it was also a witness to the onlookers who had gathered when they heard the sound the Spirit made, like a great wind.  (Remember that pneuma means spirit, breath and wind.)  Note that the Good News was heard and Yahshua was lifted up.

Often one seeking such a gift in expectation will begin to speak in tongues of his or her own volition (such as praying a prayer) then “the Spirit will take over.”  The types of tongues previously described are now illustrated and exemplified:
 

Case 00040 Glossalalia:  James was baptized in the Holy Spirit many years ago with a tremendous onrush of inner power.  He has spoken in tongues at will ever since.  He often hears in his own words: “Calli shondi prati li ki ey.  Holia shati. Yondo calla shiandei.”  He doesn’t know what this means, but when he prays, he feels closer to the Almighty Father.
 

Case 00032 Glossalalia:  Two brothers were baptized in the Holy Spirit at the same time.  They both received a spontaneous prayer language also.  Sixteen years later they had a reunion.  They decided to pray in tongues to compare languages.  After all this time apart, they found that the languages had identical words, syntax, and expression.

 

Case 00066 Strateiaglossa:  Kathy has a type of cancer that requires numerous painful outpatient surgeries in another city.  She drives herself to the clinic when required.  By the time she arrives, she is a “nervous wreck.”  On her latest trek to the clinic, she is overwhelmed by fear.  In fact, she is so fearful that she suddenly begins to speak in tongues.  Soon, she is no longer speaking but shouting as though she were shouting at somebody.  She is surprised at herself.  After arriving at the clinic and being prepared for surgery, the surgeon remarks how totally calm she is for a change.  Kathy then also realizes that she is calm and unafraid. She has cast out a demon of fear by speaking to it directly in tongues.

 

Case 00003 Xenoglossa:  Rex is a second-year Latin student in high school.  He leaves his bedroom one evening and passed the bedroom of his parents. Through the bedroom door, he hears his mother speaking the Latin language as he catches “Amo Deus” and other Latin phrases.  Transfixed, he listens in, all the while translating what he hears in his head.  Rex then goes into the bedroom and finds his mother praying.  He asks her where she had learned Latin.  She replies, “I am praying my prayer language.  Is it Latin?”

 

We are convinced of the validity of the “gifts” of tongues for today just as it was valid in the first century.  But with the valid, there always exists the counterfeit, for the Adversary is the father of lies.

 

Case 00021  I attended a weekly prayer meeting.  One fellow, Eddy, would pray in “tongues.”  The sound was like this: “d-d-d-d-d-d-d...d-d-d-d-d.”  In its simplicity, I wondered about its validity.  I later attended an out-of-town meeting of “X Church” known for its exclusive and radical teaching (Hobart Freeman).  During the prayer time, everyone in the church began to intone as a chant, “D-d-d-d-d-d-d-d...d-d-d-d.”  When I saw Eddy again, I asked him where he first spoke in tongues.  He said, “I was filled with the Holy Ghost and ‘learned’ tongues at X Church but am no longer in fellowship with them.”

 

Later I learned that the elders of X Church considered the gift of tongues essential to keep them out of Hell, so the entire congregation was pressured to receive tongues.  In fact, they were taught how they ought to speak in tongues (“d-d-d-d-d-d-d...d-d-d-d-d”).  
Clearly, not everyone will have the gift of tongues according to 1 Corinthians 12:30.  Nevertheless, remember the admonition of this same Apostle:

1 Corinthians 13:39, 40. So, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not suppress the gift of speaking in tongues. But make sure that everything is done in a proper and orderly fashion.  (NJB)

 

Remember Charity!
 

A final reminder for the seeker or gifted pneumatic minister is found in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3:

 

If I speak I in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do no have charity, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have charity, I am nothing.  If I give away my possessions to feed the poor, and if I hand over my body to be burned, but do not have charity, I gain nothing.

 

This passage should never be glossed over, but studied carefully and prayerfully as we remember that Jesus’ motivation for all works of goodness was and is compassion.  He is motivated by agape charity in all that he dies.  So should we be.  Charity—love—is a great corrective, and is the greatest of all gifts.  Ultimately, only charity will never end.

 Though I may speak with bravest fire, And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain, As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess, And striving so my love profess,
But not be given by love within, The profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed; By this we worship, and are freed.

                                                            - Hal Hopson, 1989 UMH 408

The Class Act of Pneumatic Ministry

Scripture and Healing

 

James 5:13-15.  Is any among you afflicted?  Let him pray. Is any merry?  Let him sing psalms.  Is any sick among you?  Let him call for the elders of the assembly; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of Yahweh*:  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.  (ASV)  




* = the LORD = “YHWH”  

 
Matthew 6:12.  And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 13.  And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them.
 

John 9:6.  When he had thus spoken, Jesus spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and anointed his eyes with the clay...

 

1 John 2:20.  And ye have an anointing from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

Mark 16:15-18.  “Go out to the whole world; proclaim the gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned. These are the signs that will be associated with believers: in my name they will cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands and be unharmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover.”

 

The act of ministry we’ll walk through is that of healing the sick because we are promised that the sick will be forgiven and will recover.  If we map out an act of team ministry in healing, we will have good success – other gifts will certainly manifest and the sick will be healed.  

Psalms 103:1-5. Bless Yahweh, my soul, from the depths of my being, his holy name; bless Yahweh, my soul, never forget all his acts of kindness.  He forgives all your offences, cures all your diseases, he redeems your life from the abyss, crowns you with faithful love and tenderness; he contents you with good things all your life, renews your youth like an eagle’s.

 

Preparation and Blessing Objects
 

(1)  Never think of the act as “praying for the sick.”  Renew your mind and convince yourself you are “healing the sick.”

 

(2)  Have oil prepared if it’s to be used.  Use ‘sweet oil,’ prepared anointing oil or jojoba (thorn) oil.  Don’t use food grade olive oil as it spoils rather quickly.  Prepare the oil in advance with the attitude of “I am consecrating and sanctifying this oil”; that is, “I am making it holy and setting it apart.”  

 

An Ancient Prayer for Blessing of Oil: Yahweh Almighty, before the hosts of angels we stand in awe, and whose heavenly service we acknowledge; may it please you to regard favorably and to bless and hallow this creation, oil, which by your power has been pressed from the juice of olives.  You have ordained it for anointing the sick, so that, when they are made well, they may give thanks to you, the living and true g-d.  Grant, we pray, that those who will use this oil, which we are blessing in your name, may be delivered from all suffering, all infirmity, and all the wiles of the enemy.  Let it be the means of averting any kind of adversity from man, made in your image and redeemed by the precious blood of your Son, so that he may never again suffer the sting of the ancient serpent, through the Anointed One, Yahshua, our Master.  Amen.
 

Blessing of Objects: Hear my prayer, O Yahweh: with your creation water (or oil) I bless and sanctify this object to your use and service.  May all who come in contact with it utilize it for your glory, feel your divine protection and experience your unlimited grace.  Now may the blessing of the Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, rest upon this object and reside within it for the mission and ministry of Jesus the Anointed One.  Amen.
 

What to Do Immediately Before the Act

 

   (1) Pray the prayer of authority.  (Do not lay hands on the person to be healed.)

 

“Thank you, Father, for the authority vested in me (us) for mighty acts and the faith for healing.”

 

   (2) Call for confession.  (Again, do not lay hands on the person.)
 

“Are you white as snow?  Have you renounced the devil and all evil?  Have you confessed your sins to the Almighty?”

 

   If yes, then

 

   (3) Bind the devil.  (Do not lay hands on the person.)
 

 “I take the authority of Yahshua (Jesus) and his blood and with all the saints of Heaven command every demon, devil, spiritual wickedness, unclean and occult spirit, and spirit of air, earth, fire, wind, the underworld, the afterlife, and familiar spirit to cease and desist your work against (name).  I break down your command structure and communication devices and seize authority over (name) now.  Further, I command the spirit of this infirmity (name it if you know it) to depart this innocent body and speed directly to the feet of Yahshua, the Son of Yahweh, for him to do with as he will.”

You Are Able to Heal!
 

(1)  Anoint the area to be healed if appropriate or not a private area.  Rub it in if you can.  Do the forehead if you must for modesty’s or propriety’s sake.

 

(2) Lay hands upon the person and invoke the sacred name.  (Yahweh, Yahshua ben Yahweh, or other appropriate forms of the sacred names.  The Father and the Son both have sacred names, and Scripture asks us clearly to “ask in My name” in many places in both the Old and the New Testaments.)

 

(3) Heal the sick.  Do it however you feel let, but don’t take forever.  Be orderly.  If you are part of the team and not actively praying out loud, do not interfere in the ministry or speak loudly in tongues.  BE QUIET!  Seldom is there a need to shout!  Your authority comes from Yahshua, and not your own strength (or volume!)  

H O L D   F I R M.
 

(4) Afterward, pray prayers of thanks to Yahweh for his grace, and cleansing on the situation.  All healing should result in thanksgiving and praise being given to Yahweh.  Pray for team members to be cleansed from any illnesses or unclean spirits that may try to retaliate against the team.  This might sound a bit illogical, but experience shows this practice to be prudent.

Is This All Too Simple?

If you think so then answer these questions (answer them anyway):

1.  Suppose this is a team ministry.  Who is doing most of the praying here? 

2.  What is the person with a gift of tongues to be doing? 

3.  What is the one with a gift of knowledge to be doing? 

4.  What should the rest be doing?  

5.   Why do you suppose we not lay hands upon the person? 

6.   Why do we have a cleansing prayer? 

7.   How long should the act of ministry last? 

 

“Whenever we pray for the sick, something is addressed.”  Rev. Don Bartow.

 

Notes:

Topics for Research and Discussion
Supernatural Power and the Brain

We might add that scientists have discovered changes in the parietal and temporal lobes in the brains of those exercising pneumatic gifts.  Theoretically, parts of these brain lobes are blocked during episodes of speaking in tongues and other supernatural experiences, cutting off input to from the outside world and focusing attention on that which is inside.  

We pick on Peter again:

Acts 9:32.  Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints that lived at Lydda.   33.  There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years and was paralyzed.  34.  And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, ______  ______ heals you; rise and make your bed.”  And immediately he rose.  35.  And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Master.  

If we understand that ________heals, and if he is in some sense seated at the right hand of the Majesty (Hebrews 1:3), might it not make sense that he act through the Baptism in the Holy Spirit that you have already received or through your own regenerated spirit rather than the flesh powered by that part of the brain?   This concept is worth some time in study and discussion.  You may make the breakthrough in knowledge that explains the mid / spirit connection!  Find some information on this topic and inscribe the source in this space for later retrieval:
Esotericism, the Magnetic Centre, Vertical Acts
The esoteric psychologist Maurice Nicoll writes a great deal on the subject of the psyche and higher knowledge.  Here’s a quote from his work, The Mark:
If a man cannot think and understand apart from his senses, he cannot cleanse the natural mind.  He can then neither think of nor yet understand anything about the ideas of esotericism.  (Esoteric means “confined to and understandable by only an enlightened inner circle.”)  For you must always remember that esotericism begins from something none of the external senses shows us, namely, the invisible oneself.  It begins not with the observation of the external world, but with self-observation, with the invisible world of oneself.  And I think it would be a very good thing if … you would understand clearly that to observe oneself is not a matter of the external eyes or ears or of touching yourself, … but an inner thing, beyond the range of the outer senses. (The Mark, 65,66)
If man were awake in the Higher Emotional Centre, through its illumination he would see the significance of all things.  He would see things as they really are.  He would know the properties, qualities and use of all things.  He would know what everything represents.  He would pass from a world of physical things into a world of supernatural, inconceivable meaning.  He would be in a state of objective consciousness.  (The Mark, 59 – all italics are Nicoll’s)

A pneumatologist (one who is an expert in spiritual knowledge and practice) may get to the spiritual place (or objective consciousness) in which physical things may be attributed with spiritual meaning.  This esotericism is not possessed without a great deal of personal experience and study.  However, until we understand – until we are able to be spiritually objective by standing outside ourselves – we may still effectively work in the unseen world through ritual, faith, devotion and practice.  Our lack of experience should never deter us – nor should our lack of self-confidence.  He who occupies the Majesty Seat is he upon whom we rely to bring esoteric truth into the physical universe.  It is he who heals, performs miracles, lends the tongue.  For the time being, we boldly step out, then yield our subjective selves to his objective work.  
Matthew 21:22. “Whatever you ask in prayer, ___ ____ _______, if you have faith.”

Mark 11:24.  “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, _____  ____  ____  _____  _____  ____, and it will be yours.”
John 14:13.  “Whatever you ask in my name, __  _____  ___  ___, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; 14.  if you ask anything in my name, I will do it.”
Here is the catch:

John 14:15.  “If you love me, you will ______  ____  ______________.”
On a scale of 1 to 10, how strong is your faith to believe these things?
1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

On the scale, where is your willingness to step outside yourself and act?

1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

What are you able to do to increase your faith and willingness?

On the scale, how well do you obey the commandments?

1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

Incarnational Ministry and Horizontal Acts

Consider the ancient kenotic (emptying) hymn Paul employs in Philippians 2:5-11 in this, our literal form:

This consider (with)in you, even which [is] in the Anointed Yahshua: Concerning Yahshua, who, [though] existing in a form of Elohim, did not regard equality with El as something that could be stolen. But he emptied himself, taking [on] the form of a slave, becoming like humanity, even finding himself designed as a man, he [further] humbled himself, becoming obedient until death, even a stake's death. And therefore, El highly exalted him, and bestowed on him the name above every name, so that in the name of Yahshua all might bend a knee, [all] in heavenly places, and [on] earth, even under the earth; also, every tongue might profess that Yahshua Messiah [is the] Master to [the] glory of El [the] Father. 
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This hymn is thought to have predated Paul, reflecting much earlier religious thought perhaps originating in the Jewish Pseudepigraphical works. Do you notice the stages of emptying, the levels of self-humiliating.  What Yahshua did in the process of his descent was exactly the opposite of the crime the offspring of fallen angels committed when they build a tower to steal the power of heaven.  (See James Kugel, The Bible As It Was for the complete story.) 
a) “Incarnational (‘enfleshed’) ministry” insists that the witness follow the principles of identification and relinquishment.  The witness must empty self of anything that would cause him/her to condescend above the people.  One must identify with the people as Jesus did.  The first indication of Jesus’ identifying was in his baptism.  The greatest example of it was in his death.  “If Jesus emptied himself to do ministry, how much more must I?”  
b) In addition, the witness must identify with what is called "suffering love."  The witness hurts when he/she sees hurt.  (Again, this is the empathy spoken of in the study of Caring-motivated people.)  Thus the witness must also suffer, relinquishing wealth, worldly power, and position.  Pity, condescension or paternalism miss the mark – only a compassion that acts (agapē) is acceptable in incarnational ministry.

c) Incarnational ministry insists that the witness must engage in an active sharing of life, participating in the fears, frustrations and afflictions of the “crowd” (, “laity”).  The witness may not like it, but the prayer must be “Let your mind be in me,” for no witness is capable of “incarnationality” without the mind of Messiah.

c) Incarnational ministry must employ the language and thought forms of those with whom it seeks to share the gospel.  Jesus used common vernacular, speech and stories: salt, light, fruit, birds, etc.  He seldom used theological or religious jargon or technical terms.

d) Incarnational ministry does not take God out of the human situation, nor does it take humans out of the human situation.  The assumption that states Jesus is not in the world until you take him there is wrong.  The conceptual understanding of the “Cosmic Christ” tells us that Jesus through his undying spirit is imminent in the world, and the world is his.  The witness may find Jesus in the neediest and most desperate people and situations.  (Such is part of the Wesleyan concept of prevenient or “preventing” grace – grace that is present before we are.)

e) The incarnational minister is constantly at risk, and is vulnerable, and often fails; yet never applies force to the situation.  He/she does not rob people of their freedom of choice nor set limits on the power of the Holy Spirit.  Failures often arise on account of no confidence in the work of the Spirit, or reliance on methodology.

   A good question to ponder: “Did Jesus always succeed?”

f) The incarnational missionary goes to the people, not expecting them to come to him/her.  As Jesus came from the heavens to humanity, we enter into “tribal” realities.  A Bible example contrasts John the Baptist with Jesus.  John was aloof, a hermit, a Nazarite (sectarian).  Jesus was in the crowd and a part of it, he touched and healed, he came “eating and drinking.”

g) Finally, the Gospel can be communicated by ordinary means, acts of servanthood, relationships, good deeds – the witness becomes and extension of the incarnation in our time.  Deeds thus create words.

The action therefore conducted through the incarnate ministry is horizontal – it reaches out to people.  
Also, we must not think of ministry, just because it is incarnational as not being spiritual or esoteric.  We allow the natural mechanics of compassion make our bodies move while we are moving vertically upon our magnetic centre (that which draws us into the supernatural realm).

We have more on Incarnational Ministry as it relates to your audience at the following link: http://www.jacksonsnyder.com/arc/beyond/3.htm.
Spiritual Health

Define the following from the last essay in the context they were situated.
Incarnational ______________________________________________
Identification ______________________________________________
Relinquishment ____________________________________________
Suffering love ______________________________________________
Agapē ___________________________________________________
Vernacular ________________________________________________
Cosmic Christ _____________________________________________

Imminent ________________________________________________

Prevenient _______________________________________________

Methodology ______________________________________________

Sectarian ________________________________________________

Horizontal _______________________________________________

Vertical _________________________________________________

Magnetic Centre ____________________________________________

Esoteric _________________________________________________

Ministry FOR Peace and AGAINST Evil
 

Swords and Shields

 

Study pneumatics, the prayers, blessings, curses.

Write down your learnings in prose and mixed verses.

Observe the manifestations you’re sighting.

Recognize what you’ve observed in your writing.

Do what you’ve recognized: firm up your bond!

Stretch what you’re doing to limits beyond!



~and~

Sacrifice willingly; sanctify, too;

Higher praise glories are waiting for you.

Intercede daily with fasting, alone.

Eucharist strength will lift you to the throne.

Lead us or follow, until you do lead.

Desire the best gifts when you know the need.

Spiritual warfare – engage them, let’s dare

   ‘til spirits like soap bubbles burst in the air.

- J. Snyder, 2004

 

1 John 3:8b. The reason the Son of God appeared was to ___________________________________.  

 
Hebrews 2:14.  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, Jesus likewise partook of the same nature, that through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, ____  ________ , and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to _________  __________ .  

1 Timothy 4:1.  NOW THE Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by _______  ________  to __________ spirits and ___________ of demons.  

What does the word “deceiving” mean?    What about the word, “doctrine”?

___________________________     ______________________

1) The overarching concern in spiritual warfare is making peace, or shalom.  We fight in Iraq to make peace.  Warring peoples don’t listen to words; only actions make sense to them.  “Children of Elohim” are to be people of peace, even if peace means war:

Matthew 5:9  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

 

2) We are not without enemies.  Peacemakers are usually unprotected targets of evil.  Angels minister to us, who are the elect warriors, yet we also war against spiritual entities – demons, unclean spirits, genies, ghosts, occult personalities, and the demon possessed slaves of Belial - 
1. A personification of wickedness and ungodliness alluded to in the Bible.

2. One of the fallen angels who rebelled against God in Milton's Paradise Lost.  Deuteronomy 13:13 , 2 Corinthians 6:15.  (The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition Copyright © 2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company.)
Ephesians 6:12  Our conflict is not against ​​​​​​_______ and ________, 

     but against rulers (archas, ), 

        authorities (exousias, ), 


    world powers (kosmokratorras, ) 
                of this darkness, 


          and evil spiritual beings 

              (pros to pneumatika tēs ponērias,  

                          in the skies.

 

3) Where did these evil spiritual beings originate?  There are many theories; here are a couple of them

 

· Genesis 6:4,11. They are the brutish spirits of offspring of fallen angels and humans who brought such violence on the earth that (Gen 6:5) Yahweh saw that all the thoughts of [mans’] heart were only evil continually. 

· John 8:44. They are the spiritual allies of the devil who enter people.  This passage also implies that people become devilish when they align themselves with the devil’s purposes. 

· Jude 6. The angels left heaven on their own accord and have come under the judgment.  These angels are generally thought to now be demonic. 

· Revelation 12:7,9; Luke 10:18. There was a rebellion against Yahweh in the angelic dimension and the devil and his angels were thrown to earth where they remain active. 
· 1 Peter 3:18-20.  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit; in which he went and *________ to the spirits in prison, who formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.   *get several translations opinions on this insert.  The legend that was so influential on the early believer was that these “spirits” were the offspring of angels and humans who could not be killing in the flood.  The death of their bodies in the flood set them loose as the most powerful of the demonic spirits upon earth.  At the insistence of growning creation, some of these monsters were incarcerated for a time in pits of nether gloom.  (2 Peter 2:4.  For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of nether gloom to be kept until the judgment.  See also Genesis 6:1-12, 1 Enoch 1-10.)
 

4) What are their intentions against humankind?

 

· 2 Corinthians 4:5. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of the Anointed, who is the likeness of Elohim.  

· 1 Peter 5:8-10. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world.  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Messiah, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you.  

 

5) The Adversary’s intentions and boldness are made clear when he tested Yahshua, the Son of Yahweh.

 

· Mark 1:10-13  And at once, as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favor rests on you.”  And at once the Spirit drove him into the desert and he remained there for forty days, and was put to the test by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and the angels looked after him. 

 

6) For instance, one of the devil’s lies of testing is “It will be better all around without me” (suicide). Notice that Jesus counteracts the devil with Yahweh’s Law or the Psalms.

 

· Luke 4: 9-13  And the devil took Jesus to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here … And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not tempt Yahweh your Elohim.’”  And when the devil had ended every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.  

 

7) Our weapons against the devil are actions and words.  Actions that we should by all means guard against are found here:

 

· 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, 21. In regards to comparing our lives to those who walked through the desert. . .

 

Mark Rutland says that personal holiness (Bible holiness – i.e. commandment-keeping) is the most effective weapon of spiritual warfare.  We cannot violate Yahweh’s standards of holiness and expect not to suffer some consequences.  Bottom line, you can’t live like the devil and walk with Yahshua.  The unrighteous cannot wear the breastplate of righteousness!

 

8) Weapons of words and actions are powerful:

 

· 2 Corinthians 10:3-8,17  We overthrow arrogant ‘reckonings,’ and every stronghold that towers high in defiance of the knowledge of God, and we carry off every thought as if into slavery - into subjection to Christ. (Weymouth).  Let him who boasts, boast of Yahweh. (v. 17) 

 

9) Put on the whole armor of Yahweh.  Here are the classic texts for those who war for the sake of peace:

 

· Ephesians 5:1-13  (8 – 11) Once you were darkness, but now you are light in Yahweh; walk as children of light and try to learn what is pleasing to Yahweh.  Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.

 

· Ephesians 6:10-20   Put on the whole armor of Yahweh that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  Belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, shoes of peace, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the Word.  Pray in “the spirit,” with “all prayer,” with “supplication.”  Keep alert! 

 
10) Always cleanse yourself after any act of prayer or ministry, especially those ministries in which you feel cold, evil or disturbed afterward.  Cleansing consists in one of the cleansing prayers below that target any kind of empathic or demonic reaction to your work of righteousness.  

Ephesians 4:26,27.  Be angry but do not ________ (miss the mark); do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the _______.

Restoration Hymn and Prayers

 

“Silence Frenzied Unclean Spirit” – A Hymn

“Silence, frenzied unclean spirit!” cried God’s healing Holy One.

“Cease your ranting!  Flesh can’t bear it.  Flee as night before the sun.”

At Christ’s word the demon trembled, from its victim madly rushed,

While the crowd that was assembled stood in wonder stunned and hushed.

 

Lord, the demons still are thriving in the gray cells of the mind:

Tyrant voices, shrill and driving, twisted thoughts that grip and bind,

Doubts that stir the heart to panic, fears distorting reason’s sight,

Guilt that makes our loving frantic, dreams that cloud the soul with fright.

 

Silence, Lord, the unclean spirit in our mind and in our heart;

Speak your word that when we hear it, all our demons shall depart.

Clear our thought and calm our feeling, still the fractured, warring soul.

By the power of your healing make us faithful, true and whole.

                                        --To the tune of Ebenezer, Thomas Troeger, UMH 264
 

Praying the Whole Armor

 
Father Yahweh, I praise you for the authority of your Word and the power of your Spirit.  Such are effective in tearing down the strongholds of the devil and bringing the Kingdom of Yahweh upon the earth.  Let me do battle in love and gain the victory of peace on the evil day.  In the name of Yahshua Messiah, I stand up and take the panoply (all the armor) of Yahweh.  I buckle about me the belt of truth and slip on the vest of righteousness.  I install upon my feet all the equipment of the gospel of peace.  I place the helmet of salvation on my head.  I take up the shield of faith to defend against the devil’s fiery darts.  I grasp the sword of the Spirit and Word, by which I will expose evil and bring all devilish strongholds down.

Until the great battle for peace, I will pray with ‘all prayer,’ interceding for the saints of Yahweh.  I will herald the gospel boldly, as I ought to.  May your Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  Let it be so, in the name of Yahshua Messiah I ask that you do this, O Father, that you might be glorified through your Son.  Amen.

 

Go Where In Prayer?

 

· Pray the prayers for deliverance from evil or healing that were previously read. 

· Pray the “Two Little Pistols” Prayers; Decree the Apostles’ Creed or pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

· Pray for your “prospects list” (those for whom you are interceding).

· Go out and do something redeeming (go on visitation, take communion to someone, go to the nursing home, go to church, volunteer and serve in a local ministry, and so forth).  DO SOMETHING!   

Pray for Deliverance from Evil Spirits

 

In the name and authority of Yahshua Messiah, crucified, resurrected and ascended to the right hand of the Father, I speak now to any evil spirit that has oppressed or possessed me through my past sins. I proclaim that my body shall be the temple of the Holy Spirit, and you, unclean spirits, have no place in my temple. I command you to cease and desist your evil work against me, and adjure you by the name of Jesus Christ (Yahshua Messiah or Jesus of Nazareth) to leave my body, my family, my house and my life. By the blood of Jesus, all you evil spirits that have been connected with me or mine are bound with cords that can’t be broken, and I command you straightway back to Jesus for him to do with you as he will.  Foul serpent, now you are under my feet. You have bitten my heel, but through Jesus Christ, I have bruised your head.  In the name of Yahshua of Nazareth I make this prayer.  Amen.

 

Pray for Freedom

 

Father Almighty and All Powerful, Yahweh Elohim, today I confess my interest and involvement in the occult. I realize now that I have been involved with demonic and unclean spirits who have deceived me, stolen from me, and blinded me. Yet I know that you are greater than all these powers that oppress me.  I call upon you now to deliver me from any and all bondage to the devil and his devices.  I thank you for the authority through Christ Jesus to be the agent in my own deliverance.

 
This day I renounce any and all involvement in occult practices, false religions or psychic phenomena.  I break any curse that has come upon me through my own dealings in the occult, or any dealings of my ancestors.  I cut any ties to the dark world of the devil with the sword of the Spirit. I plead the blood of Jesus over me, my family, and over my house and properties, that we might be protected from the revenge of Satan.  Do this in the name of Yahshua of Nazareth.  Amen.

 

Pray for Protection

 

Father Yahweh, I ask you to protect my family [or mention names] from sickness, from all harm and from accidents.  If any have been subjected to curses, hexes or spells, I declare these curses, hexes or spells null and void in the name of Jesus Christ (or Yahshua Messiah). If any evil spirits have been sent out against us, I decommission you in the name of Jesus Christ and I send you by his authority back to his feet for him to do with you as he will.    Now, Father, I ask you to send your holy angels to guard and protect all of us.  Through Jesus our Lord and Savior.  Amen.

 

Pray for Cleansing: from Francis MacNutt

 

Father, I thank you for sharing with me your wonderful ministry of healing and deliverance.  Thank you for the healings of the past and those I have experienced today.  But I realize that the sickness and evil I encounter are more than my humanity can bear.  So cleanse me of any sadness, negativity, residue or despair that I may have picked up.

If my ministry has tempted me to anger, impatience or lust, cleanse me of those temptations and replace them with love, joy and peace.  If any evil spirits have attached themselves to me or oppress me in any way, I command you, spirits of earth, air, fire or water, of the netherworld or of nature, to depart now and go straight to Jesus Christ, for him to deal with as he will.

Come, Holy Spirit, renew me; fill me anew with your power, love and joy.  Strengthen me where I have felt weak and clothe me with your light.  Fill me with life.

And Father, through the Lord Jesus Christ, please send your holy angels to minister to me and my family, and to guard and protect us from all sickness, harm and accidents (and guard me on a safe tripe home, and grant us a peaceful night’s rest).

I praise you now and forever, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

 

Two Tiny Pistols

 

1.  ”Father, I claim my brother’s life for your Kingdom.  Tear away the veil of blindness from the eyes of his heart so that Jesus might be revealed to him.  Do whatever it takes to reach him.  I thank you for my brother’s future life in You in advance.  Amen.”

 

2.  “Father, I claim the authority as your child to intercede with you on my brother’s behalf.  I command the devil to desist from blinding my brother in the name of Jesus of Nazareth and I demand that the walls of pride, resentment, rebellion and jealousy to be torn down so that he might see the your light and live.  Father, do whatever it takes to reach him.  Amen.”

 

The Second Act of Pneumatic Ministry

 

 Suppose the assembly is in session and someone comes for prayer for some situation.  You get as far as the renouncing and confession.  Suddenly this person falls down and starts writhing and crying out hysterically.  What do you do?  (This has and will happen.)  Remember, the place is full and visitors are there.  (Open Discussion)

How might some of the prayers above be used in such ministry?

Have you been able to discern the power of personified evil in any particular situations?

Seminar Closing

 

Presentation of Certificates of Completion.

Closing Hymn

 

1. God of change and glory, God of time and space,

When we fear the future, give to us your grace.

In the midst of changing ways, give us still the grace to praise.

 

Many gifts, one spirit, one love known in many ways.

In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise

One Giver, one Lord, one Spirit, one Word known in many ways,

Hallowing our days.  For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise.

 

2. God of many colors, God of many signs,

You have made us different, blessing many kinds.

As the old ways disappear, let your love cast out our fear.

 

3. Freshness of the morning, newness of each night,

You are still creating endless love and light.

This we see, as shadows part, many gifts from one great heart.

    — Charles Callahan UMH 114
 

Extemporaneous Prayer and Benediction: by the seminar leader or selected participants.  

Final Project
May be completed for certification and college credit.
1.  Collect at least two case histories for each pneumatic and apostolic gift.

Include an introductory summary of your own ‘theory’ of pneumatic gifts.

Include practical conclusions about what you’ve learned from the project.
2.  Attend a prayer ministry in which the gifts of the Spirit are flowing.  How do you find such a meeting?  Call ministries in your area and ask, “Do you have a Spirit-filled prayer meeting or service in which the Spiritual Gifts are flowing?”  Contact the minister.  Explain that you want to do a project, then go to the meeting.  
Do not participate; rather, journalize the event, especially opportunities you see for the Spirit to break through, events that hinder the move (like uncontrolled children ), and what happened (healing, exorcism, etc.)  Get taped recordings of glossalalia and other speaking gifts.  Take pictures if allowed.  Interview participants after.

Write up a full, descriptive essay about the event, including transcriptions of whatever inspired speaking and tongues, sound recordings, pictures and interviews.  Put all your information into a folio or website and submit it for credit.
3.  Present a Pneumatic Gifts seminar with family or assembly members.  Include at least four other people but no more than 12.  Use as much of this material as necessary.  If people in the group have pneumatic graces, please include descriptions of the in your report, which you will submit for credit.

OPTIONAL:  This section reserved for Restoration / Deliverance Ministry Information

Appendix C

Sacred Nomenclature

Proverbs 30:4.  Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son's name? Surely you know!  

Some have never heard the name of the Almighty Yahweh before.  We are sure you have heard the name Jehovah.  Up until 120 years ago or so, this was as close as the Bible translators could get to the correct pronunciation of the Father’s name.  Since then, archaeologists and scholars have uncovered irrefutable evidence that “Jehovah” is an incorrect transliteration of the sacred name; and that the correct transliteration and pronunciation is “Yahweh” or “Yahuweh.”
The name “Yahweh” occurs nearly 8,000 times in the Bible.  In some translations of Scripture, “Yahweh” is replaced with “the LORD” to conform to the traditional translation of the King James Version, and the Jewish assumption that the name of our Father in Heaven is too holy to be uttered.
Virtually all Bibles translated since the American Standard Version (1901) have either made this correction in the text or noted the correct transliteration in the annotation.  
Here is the third Commandment from five Bible versions.  Notice the year of each translation’s publication and the name that is used:

1769 King James Version, Exodus 20:7:

Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

1898 Young’s Literal Bible, Exodus 20:7:

Thou dost not take up the name of Jehovah thy God for a vain thing, for Jehovah acquitteth not him who taketh up His name for a vain thing.

1901 American Standard, Exodus 20:7:

Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

1965 The New Jerusalem Bible, Exodus 20:7: 

You shall not misuse the name of Yahweh your God, for Yahweh will not leave unpunished anyone who misuses his name.

1981 Bethel Edition, Exodus 20:7: Exodus 20:7:

You shall not make wrong use of the Name of Yahweh your Elohim; for Yahweh will not leave unpunished the man who misuses His Name.

Houses of worship all over the world, liberal, fundamentalist and Catholic, are honoring the Father in Heaven by hallowing his name.  And now we know his name to be Yahweh.  New information and understandings are slow to take hold in traditional setting (like the Church.)   However, I’m confident that future editions of Bibles, books of worship and devotionals will make better use of the resources that bible students, scholars and archaeologists have provided in these days of revelation and research.
Occasionally in this work we also use the correct transliteration and pronunciation of our Savior’s name YAHSHUA.  The use of his name correctly pronounced reminds us first that he came in the name of his Father Yahweh (YAH-shua) and that he came to SAVE (yah-SHUA, shua is Hebrew for save or salvation).  Yahshua means “Yahweh’s Salvation” or “Yahweh Saves.”  

The use of the sacred name of our Savior is also in keeping with his great prayer of unity in John 17:

I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world.  Holy Father, keep them in my name that thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we.  Righteous Father, though the world has not known thee, yet I have known thee, and these have known that thou didst send me; and I have made known to them thy name, and will make it known, that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them. 
It is our fervent hope that we all will be unified in the name of our Father in Heaven and his Son our Savior.

For detailed information on this topic, surf to www.jacksonsnyder.com/yah/
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